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bright hopes of the future. The secret which he dis-
covered was to substitute in inquiry the method of in-
duction for the method of deduction. Instead of setting
out with a preconceived principle or an inherited formula,
and deducing all knowledge from it, men were encouraged
to interpret nature, and to learn her secrets by careful
inquiry and experience. The lock was to be opened,
that was the problem. Other philosophers had tried key
after key, each more complicated than the c^her.1 Bacon
said, take the lock to pieces and examine its mechanism,
and you will then be able to make a key which will open
it. But the mind must approach the problem without
prejudice ; the idols, as he calls them, of the race, of the
den, of the market-place, and of the theatre, must be got
rid of. In other words, we must clear our minds of the
prepossessions which we have as human beings, of those
which are peculiar to our individual nature, of those
which arise from the ordinary language of mankind, and
of those which are caused by the tyranny of philosophical
systems. For men whose minds were thus prepared for
speculation, Bacon organised a new method cf interro-
gating nature; he formed a cofaspectus of the sciences,
showing exactly what point of advance each of them had
reached in his own day, and in this he showed his en-
lightenment by ranging pedagogics, or the science of
education, as a department of psychology.
It was only natural that the new method should give
a great impulse to the science of education. Hitherto
in that, if in any, mere empiricism had been followed, and
in that, if in any, it was reasonable to follow the guidance
of nature. The man who felt himself called to reorganise
education on this new basis, to train a new generation of
1 Ich stand am Thor, ihr solltet Schliissel seyn
Zwar euer Bart ist kraus, doch hebt ihr nicht die Riepel.—

